Determining Soil Texture by the Feel

method

discussion by Ted Sammis

Soil Texture can be estimated by using the feel method. Below is a chart to describe the method.The chart is adapted

from S. J Thein. 1979.

A flow diagram for
teaching texture by
feel analysis. Journal
of Agron. Edu. 8:54-
55.

To Print chart press
print button in

Netscape and when the
printer box comes up
select landscape mode.

DETERMINING SOIL TEXTURE BY FEEL

Flace abaut 25 g of soil in your palm. Add
water drop wise and knead to break up
aggregates, Add water and knead titl soil in
mstencyofn'loldableputty

Add dry soil to
soakupwater

Does soil stay in 2
ball when squeezed?
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Place ball of soll between thumb and forefinger, gently push soil with your thumb, squeering
upward Into a ribbon.  Fonm a ribbon of uniform thickness end width.  Allow ribbon to smerge and
extand over the forefinger, breaking from its own weight.
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Does the soi i e LOAMY
form & ribbon? ’ SAND
Yes .

Does soll make a

Does solt make 2 Does soil make a
weslk ribhon less Mo medium ribbon 2.5 ~ strong ribbon 5 cm or
than 2.5 om long S em fong before ionger before
before breaking? breaking? bteaking?

Yes Yes Yes
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Excessively wet a small pinch of soil in paim and rub with forefinger.
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ks the soll too ls the soil too
dry? we.t?

)oesﬁnsol!foel.res SANDY Does the soll feali, SCA&?: Does the soll feel

very geitty? LOAM very gritty? LOAM very gritty?
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o No No
Does soi feel  ves Does soil feel very|,
very smooth? smooth? smoath?
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No No No
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Neither grittiness hor smoothness predominates,




