
PenstemonsPenstemons

More than 200 species in 4More than 200 species in 4--Corners areaCorners area
P tP t 55 StSt ttPentaPenta = 5, = 5, StemonsStemons = stamens= stamens

One stamen is threadlike and sterileOne stamen is threadlike and sterile

Snapdragon or figwort family.Snapdragon or figwort family.Snapdragon or figwort family.Snapdragon or figwort family.



AbuelitaAbuelita penstemonpenstemonpp
PenstemonPenstemon abuelitasabuelitas

Family: Family: ScrophulariaceaeScrophulariaceaeyy pp

Not Not much known about this much known about this 
speciesspecies..

A cross between two native A cross between two native 
penstemonspenstemons ((P. P. cardinaliscardinalis x).x).

Dark Dark green leaves and crimson green leaves and crimson gg
red flowers that attract red flowers that attract 
hummingbirdshummingbirds..

2 feet tall and 1 5 to 2 feet in2 feet tall and 1 5 to 2 feet in2 feet tall and 1.5 to 2 feet in 2 feet tall and 1.5 to 2 feet in 
diameterdiameter..

Very low Very low waterwater--use.use.

Full sun to partial shade.  Full sun to partial shade.  

Maintenance: plant dies back in Maintenance: plant dies back in 
winterwinter –– remove dead foliageremove dead foliagewinter winter remove dead foliage remove dead foliage 
and and wait for plant to rewait for plant to re--emerge. emerge. 



AbuelitaAbuelita penstemonpenstemonpp
PenstemonPenstemon abuelitasabuelitas



DesertDesert penstemonpenstemonDesert Desert penstemonpenstemon
PenstemonPenstemon pseudospectabilispseudospectabilis

Family: Family: ScrophulariaceaeScrophulariaceae

Native Native to to southwest southwest U.S. U.S. 
i l di N M ii l di N M iincluding New Mexico. including New Mexico. 
Pink flowers (no scentPink flowers (no scent).).

Flowers from early springFlowers from early springFlowers from early spring Flowers from early spring 
through through early summerearly summer..

1.5 to 2.5 feet tall and 2 feet 1.5 to 2.5 feet tall and 2 feet 
in in diameterdiameter..

Low waterLow water--useuse..

Foliage staysFoliage stays somewhat greensomewhat greenFoliage stays Foliage stays somewhat green somewhat green 
during mild winters.during mild winters.



Rocky Mountain Rocky Mountain penstemonpenstemonyy pp
PenstemonPenstemon strictusstrictus

Family:Family: ScrophulariaceaeScrophulariaceaeFamily: Family: ScrophulariaceaeScrophulariaceae

Native Native to to southwest southwest U.S. U.S. 
including New Mexico.including New Mexico.

Dark purple flowersDark purple flowers..

2 to 2.5 feet tall and 2 to 2.5 feet tall and 
1.5 1.5 feet in diameterfeet in diameter..

Flowers from midFlowers from mid--spring through spring through 
early summer. early summer. yy

Low to medium waterLow to medium water--use and use and 
full full sun. sun. 

Can be seen in Farmington Can be seen in Farmington street street 
medians.medians.

Attracts bumble bees.Attracts bumble bees.Attracts bumble bees.Attracts bumble bees.



Scarlet buglerScarlet buglergg
PenstemonPenstemon barbatusbarbatus

Family: Family: ScrophulariaceaeScrophulariaceae

Native Native to to southwest southwest U.S. U.S. 
including New Mexicoincluding New Mexicoincluding New Mexico. including New Mexico. 

Tall Tall penstemonpenstemon (3(3--5 feet) but 5 feet) but 
generally less than 2 feet in generally less than 2 feet in 
di tdi tdiameterdiameter..

Due to it’s tall, skinny growth, some Due to it’s tall, skinny growth, some 
stems may fall over in high windsstems may fall over in high winds..

Flowers from midFlowers from mid--spring through spring through 
early summer. early summer. 

A f it f h i bi dA f it f h i bi dA favorite of hummingbirds. A favorite of hummingbirds. 

Low Low to medium waterto medium water--use.use.



PineleafPineleaf penstemonpenstemonPineleafPineleaf penstemonpenstemon
PenstemonPenstemon pinifoliuspinifolius

Family: Family: ScrophulariaceaeScrophulariaceae

Native Native to Arizona and to Arizona and 
NewNew MexicoMexicoNew New Mexico. Mexico. 

Short beardtongue (2 feet) with Short beardtongue (2 feet) with 
many small, dark orange to many small, dark orange to 

ddi h flddi h flreddish flowers. reddish flowers. 

Flowers from midFlowers from mid--spring through spring through 
early summer. early summer. 

Another favorite of hummingbirds.Another favorite of hummingbirds.

Low waterLow water--use, full sunuse, full sun..

Somewhat evergreen.Somewhat evergreen.



Bush or sand Bush or sand penstemonpenstemonpp
PenstemonPenstemon ambiguusambiguus

Family:Family: ScrophulariaceaeScrophulariaceaeFamily: Family: ScrophulariaceaeScrophulariaceae

Native Native to southwest to southwest U.S. U.S. 
including New including New Mexico. Mexico. 

Mounded, fairly large Mounded, fairly large plant plant 
((22--3 feet tall by 43 feet tall by 4--5 feet wide) 5 feet wide) with with 
many white to pinkish flowers thatmany white to pinkish flowers thatmany white to pinkish flowers that many white to pinkish flowers that 
can completely hide the foliagecan completely hide the foliage..

Flowers from midFlowers from mid--spring spring 
throughout summer and into fallthroughout summer and into fallthroughout summer and into fall. throughout summer and into fall. 

Very low waterVery low water--useuse..

Full sun or partial shadeFull sun or partial shadeFull sun or partial shadeFull sun or partial shade..

Plant parts are somewhat toxic.Plant parts are somewhat toxic.


